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  December 2010 ï Turmoil, Panic, and Gridlock 

      The Grinch may very well steal Christmas this year.  December is looking to be a month of crises: 

economic meltdowns and high market volatility; geopolitical situations at critical levels; widespread 

social turmoil and civil unrest; and governments whose leadership is sorely needed, found to be paralyzed 

in gridlock. 

     The natural world looks to be a big part of the headlines this month as well.  Forecasted human 

perception of the natural world is full of extremes, including possibilities of increased volcanic activity in 

South America and major storms in North America. 

     What is striking about all of this is that it shows up at all.  This is a season where traditionally people 

want to focus on family and the holidays.  However, this year, it appears that something could be unusual 

or shocking enough to provoke moderate panic responses on a societal level.  This year, something is 

different.  We began the year saying that in 2010 ñthe bill comes due, the partyôs over.ò  The big 

consumption party, and the year, may be finishing up together.  

      

Highlights: 

 

Nov 29 ï Dec 8: Whatever. Apathy and bewilderment on a societal scale.  Increased hate and 

intolerance. U.S. government in gridlock.  Stock market completing near term topping process.  

Global situation becoming serious. 

 

Dec 9 ï Dec 13: Looking Serious. Global situation increasingly serious.  Moderate societal panic.  

Stock market in decline; large moves likely.  

 

Dec 14 - 17: Economic Crisis.  Economic concerns reach extremes.  Moderate societal panic.  

Stock market in decline; large moves likely.  Global leaders scrambling to maintain calm, peace, 

order. Strong U.S. government leadership required, but provides little impressive action. 

 

Dec 18 - 26: Turmoil .  Moderate societal panic.  Large market moves likely.  Global leaders 

scrambling to maintain calm, peace, order. Strong U.S. government leadership required, but 

provides little impressive action. 

 

Dec 27 ï Jan 2:  Geopolitical crisis.  U.S. government in panic mode.  Global leaders scrambling 

to maintain calm, peace, order.  Societal apathy; turning away from international issues or 

responsibilities. 

 

  

The charts on the following pages will go into further detail of the social mood changes and 

corresponding market behavior for this time period.  The last few pages of this document will 

give you a brief orientation to the MoodCompass. 
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SUMMARY OF CHART ANALYSIS  

 

     After the data is gathered for the month and the mood cycles recalibrated, as needed, the 

charts on the following pages are constructed from the projected social mood and perceptions for 

the period covered by this issue of MoodCompass.  Themes and patterns within and between 

charts are looked for and analyzed. The final step is to take the information in this table (below), 

examine it for consistency and likelihood, and construct the narrative for the month and the 

ñhighlightsò found on page 2 of this publication.  The table below summarizes the findings for 

this month.  Page numbers of corresponding charts are included in parenthesis (). 

 

Date Range Summary of Chart Indications 

 

11/29 ï 12/8 

 

12/1 ï 9 

 

12/1  ï 10 

 

12/1  ï 14 

 

12/9 ï 27 

 

12/10 - 26 

 

12/13 ï 17 

 

12/15 ï 1/2 

 

12/27 ï 1/2 

 

12/28 ï 1/2 

 

Apathy, bewilderment on a societal scale; increased hate and intolerance (8a). 

 

U.S. Government in gridlock (8b). 

 

Near term stock market top; decline begins (9a). 

 

Global situation becoming serious (7b). 

 

Moderate societal panic; large market moves likely (8a). 

 

Strong U.S. government leadership needed, but little action apparent (8b). 

 

Economic concerns at a maximum (10). 

 

Global leaders scrambling to maintain calm, peace, order (7b). 

 

Geopolitical crisis (10).  U.S. government in panic mode (8b). 

 

Apathy; societal turning away from international issues or responsibilities 

(8a). 
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In anthropomorphic terms ï Nature is BUSY ï expect widespread incidents of natural events in the news throughout the month.   

Possible physical manifestations ï Nature is viewed as SERIOUS/DEADLY in much of N. America. The most likely event(s) would 
be major winter storms.  Nature is seen as hot, volatile and active in the Patagonia area of S. America; watch for increased 
volcanic activity. The Earth is seen as UNSTABLE/DISRUPTIVE through middle and much of S. America.  Increased tectonic 
activity is possible.  Nature is WET/STORMY for residents of Australia, Papua New Guinea and Indonesia.  Heavy rainfall is likely.  
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Civil unrest and violence could become extreme in December.  With the ñunrestò or high Manic configuration a dominant global 

theme, terror attacks, attempts, or terror-related concerns are likely to continue to be a subject of increased attention. Economic 

concerns are most likely in Europe, Canada, and parts of Asia.
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The geopolitical focus of the month is the Middle East., and possibly Korea as well  The situation is likely to reach critical levels.  
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Scrambling for Safety, Security 

Heightened safety seeking behaviors 

(NE).  Global leaders scrambling to 

restore or maintain calm, peace, 

order (NE, N).  

Itôs Getting Serious 

Global situation becoming 

serious (NW).  Harsh 

consequences from or in 

response to global leaders 

(NW, N). 

 

 

Panic 

Panic causing 

event(s) possible 

(W, SW). 

 Serious 

Likely 

serious 

events 

(NW). 

Storms / Bad Water 

Possible stormy weather (E).  More Haiti 

news could be in the forecast with rising 

cholera cases (SW-, W-). 
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Bewilderment 

Apathy and despair on 

a societal level (NW).  

Increased hate and 

intolerance (NW, 

collapsed phi factors). 

Apathy 

A turning 

inward, 

away from 

international 

issues or 

obligations 

(N, NW) 

Panic Time 

Things feel unusual or shocking enough to 

provoke moderate panic responses (SW, 

NW).  Large market moves likely (SW). 

Gridlock 

A lot of talk, but little 

decisive action likely 

(SE, SW-). 

Minimal Action 

Strong leadership needed, but 

nothing impressive gets done (flat, 

declining SW). 

  Panic Time 

Somebody 

better do 

something 

Actions due to 

panic or 

causing panic. 

(SW/NW)! 
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Explanation of chart: The MoodCompass stock market forecast is the output of a model that assesses the patterns of 

the Human Society Moodlines and converts them into stock market prices.   

The long term forecast currently shows the S&P to be 40% overvalued.  While this short term 

forecast shows a topping market, be aware that the right catalyst could trigger a violent 

correction.  Until this is remedied, a violent market drop remains a probable near term move. 

 

Explanation of chart lines: The Dollar is a symbol of value, but it not attached to anything ñrealò such as gold as it 

was in the past.  Its value is based on sentiment, and on the trust of a government to honor its debts.  Because of 

this, its value ebbs and flows along with the oscillations of perception about the U.S. government.  The mood factors 

we call ñEastò have to do with abstract rational notions such as symbols and ideas.  ñNorthò is related to stability, 

and ñSouthò is related to activity, which in economics corresponds to growth and expansion. 
 

The U.S. Dollar could make large gains in the first two weeks.  This should be followed by a 

period of consolidation and moderate retracement of recent gains. 
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Explanation of chart lines: The values for the Moodlines (Directing, Manic, and Somber) for U.S. View of ñthe 

Worldò are used to produce this chart.  This chart is useful in searching for potential geopolitical events, and 

escalated irrational fears of supply disruption.  It is also useful as a check to the direction of the Dollar, as high 

inflation concerns are often linked to a falling dollar.  ñEconomicsò refers to either supply or demand concerns. 
 

Economic concerns are high through 12/22.  Gains in commodities should thus be 

limited by economic constraints.  Geopolitical issues are in focus the end of 

November and 12//23 through the end of the period.  Inflation is of little concern, 

likely reflecting U.S. Dollar gains and/or stability.  Deflation, however, may 

become an issue of note.
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Tracking MoodCompass Performance 
 

One of the best objective measures of the oscillations of social mood is the stock market.  The stock market goes up and down with 

expectations of how well (or bad) things will be in the near future, and there is an abundance of minute by minute data.  The chart 

below compares the output of a model generated from published Moodlines, and compares them with actual weekly S&P prices and 

monthly S&P/Gold ratio (S&P data from Yahoo Financial; Gold data from Wren Research).  While market trend generally follows 

this collective mood generated model, it may be of interest to note that at the beginning of major trend changes, especially downturns, 

markets (investors) tend to oppose the trend change.  This is later resolved in what is referred to as capitulation (realigning with the 

mood trend, then accelerating past the indicated mood level). Note that much of this ñlagò is eliminated with the S&P/Gold ratio. 

 


